
Ministry to Our Hearts 
We had the wonderful opportunity to have extended 
time with God in two remote communities near 
Jarabacoa.  
We spent a morning in Boma, which included a 30-
minute hike to the community because the roads aren’t 
easily passible by vehicle.  Boma is very isolated 
because of this, but there are a few Christians in the 
community with a heart for reaching their neighbors. 
We also spent a day in Los Calabazos - a self-sustaining 
village that models what true community should look 
like.  
In each village the team split up to have quality one on 
one time with God. The opportunity to just be for a few 
hours refreshed our hearts and renewed our spirits. 

 
North Yaque River on hike into Boma 

 
North Yaque River in Los Calabazos 

 
 
 
 

A word from previous team members 
From Bailey Kuball: 
We served in a neighborhood of Jarabacoa called Los 
Higos. Here we build relationships with the youth and 
adults through sports, crafts, and other interactions.  
There was one occasion we had someone accept Christ 
into their heart. This was very special and amazing to 
witness. At the rally that night we had a group of older 
teens who had admitted they had no faith. This was sad 
to hear but they continued to show up to the activities 
we put on and it was interesting to talk to them about 
Christ and what they believe. I pray they continue to 
listen to what the church has to say about Christ and 
that they will accept him into their hearts. 

We went to Los Calabazos with the team one 
day. It is a beautiful river town where we were given 

the opportunity to spend time with Christ alone. I was 
able to reflect on my relationship with Christ and 

everything he has done for me and my family. I was also 
able to appreciate the beauty of this earth that God had 

created for us to live in. After we had spent time 
reflecting on everything and talking to Christ we went 
to a different part of the river. Here five people were 

baptized, and it was amazing to see their reactions 
because each person was so different. I was glad to be 

part of such a wonderful experience.  Los Calabazos was 
a great place to connect with Christ and appreciate the 

earth and animals he created. 
This trip has brought me closer to Christ and other 

Christians in my church which I am grateful for. I enjoy 
being able to connect with people who have a culture 
that is different than mine because it gives me a larger 

understanding of the differences in our world.   Overall, 
I hope that everyone can have an experience like this in 
their life so they can see the true workings of God and 

the role he plays in people’s lives daily. 

 

Why go to the Dominican Republic? 
2023 brings a new opportunity to join a team of 
students and adult leaders going to the Dominican 
Republic. This trip is a unique opportunity to see the 
Kingdom of God at work in a whole new context. 
Calvary has been sending teams down to the Dominican 
Republic since 1991. Calvary Connection missionaries, 
Rick and Becky Mackey, have been serving in the DR 
since 2007. Prior to becoming missionaries in the 
Dominican Republic, Rick was the youth pastor at 
Calvary.  
The purpose of their ministry is to reach their 
community, teach them about Christ, and give them the 
tools to be Christian leaders in their churches. During 
our time in the Dominican Republic, we get to be 
partners in ministry with the Mackey’s and the local 
church leaders  
In 2019, the DR team made up of 25 students and 7 
adult leaders ministered to the church communities in 
three neighborhoods surrounding Jarabacoa. Comfort 
zones were stretched, and hearts were changed.  
The following pages are a snapshot of each area of 
ministry from the 2019 trip. We excited for what the 
Lord has in store in 2023. 

 
The Dominican Republic and Haiti share the island Hispaniola 

 
 Rick and Becky Mackey 

 
 
 



 
Ministry to the Youth 

In the Dominican Republic, not much exists for the 
youth. The churches tend to not reach out to the youth 
(many do not attend church), and the communities also 
are satisfied with letting the youth do their own thing. 
Because of this overarching complacency, it is difficult 
to draw the youth in. We took on this challenge by 
conducting youth rallies within El Montaña, Los Higos, 
and Corocito. We also held a day long youth conference 
for the youth from all communities at our camp. 
We drew the youth in by beginning with a time of 
games - basketball, soccer, whatever drew the most 
interest. We then would move inside the church to a 
time of learning, which included worship, dramas, 
testimonies, a sermon, and small group discussions. 
These youth rallies were led completely by our own 
youth. It was powerful for the Dominicans to see 
people their own age in leadership roles.  
Since we have returned, we have had the joy to hear 
that the youth in El Montaña have been attending 
church. The church is responding by planning events for 
the youth, following a similar format to our rallies. It is 
exciting to hear both the youth and church taking 
initiative to reach out. 

 
Worshipping with the youth of El Montaña 

 

Ministry to the Church Body 
The team had the awesome opportunity to lead four 
church services apart from the youth rallies. 
Including testimonies and sermons from the youth 
rallies, each of the 25 youth on the trip spoke in front of 
the church body. It was amazing to see how God 
worked through their words and reached the hearts of 
both the Dominicans and Americans. (Our team had 
amazing translators that worked tirelessly for all of the 
speaking we did!) 
You will love the opportunity to interact with 
communities of Jarabacoa.  From the little kids that will 
follow you and ask you to play with them or to hop on 
your shoulders, to the youth kids that will come to our 
rallies asking tough questions about faith, to the adults 
we visit in the community to serve, pray with and glean 
what they have learned in their walk with Christ.  Your 
heart will be filled up overflowing as your minister to 
these wonderful people. 

 
 

Ministry to the Community 
Our team divided into three teams to serve in three 
locations: El Montaña, Los Higos, and Corocito. We 
served by hosting youth rallies, sports camps, service 
projects and even some street evangelism. 
Probably the most important piece of all these ministry 
opportunities was the relationships. Each team created 
deep bonds with the people they were serving. 
One team had the opportunity to serve the (then) 92-
year-old matriarch of El Montaña, Doña Maria. When 
asked about her faith, she said, “Only God knows about 
my life. I studied a lot, and I worked a lot. Now I can’t 
remember anything, but God is still good and knows 
all.” Her advice to all young people is to always follow 
Christ. She kept repeating “With Christ everything is 
possible.” She also said always having a heart of 
worship and thankfulness is important. Live your life for 
Christ, without exception. Although Doña Maria’s body 
is weathered and her memory is failing, her spirit of 
worship is contagious. 

 
Street evangelism drama in the downtown square 

 
Doña Maria in her completed house 


