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 Student Ministries 
Mission Trip 

2023 
Declare his glory among the nations, 

 his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
1 Chronicles 16:24
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Jarabacoa, DR.  It is 
assumed that the city's 
name was formed out 
of the words 'Jaraba' 
and 'Coa', meaning 
"Land of Waters" in the 
native language. This is 
a large city in the  
central part of the 
country. We will be  
flying from  
Minneapolis, MN to 
Santiago.  We will be 
staying in the camp 
that our church usually 
stays in and will be  
doing ministry with the 
locals to build up the 
youth in the local 
church.  

Where are we going? 
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1. Helping to build relationships between the church and the community.
A former staff member from Calvary, Rick Mackey, is now a missionary in  
Jarabacoa with his wife.  He works alongside a main church in the city that has 
planted several smaller churches out in the surrounding communities.  Rick 
works mainly with these smaller church plants and we will be assisting these 
church plants as they serve the local community. 

2. We will focus on three primary communities.
We will be focusing in on three different communities within or nearby  
Jarabacoa.  Our focus will be helping to connect unreached neighbors to their  
local church through outreach service projects, skits & dramas presentations, 
and other outreach focused ministry opportunities.  You may end up working on 
building a new Sunday school classroom for a growing a church, participating in 
a drama in the town square, helping run a sports ministry camp, inviting  
neighbors to a church cookout or maybe all three.  We have been serving in the
communities of El Montana and Buenos Aires on past trips and have a well   
established relationship with both.  The possibility exists to work with a brand 
new community in 2023. 

3. Sharing our talents and words of encouragement to the local ministries by
leading a service in the church through testimony and song.

On Sundays, that we are in the country, we will be helping lead a church service 
at one of the local churches.  There will be students on our team that will be 
asked to prepare a short ‘sermonette’ to share.  We will all participate at some  
level either through drama, song, testimony or teaching.  Everyone on the trip, 
from leader to student should be prepared at a minimum to share their  testimony. 

4. One last element of our time on this mission trip will be to listen.
To listen to God and what he may be telling us as we serve.  We will plan some 
alone time along the journey so that we can clearly hear from God.  The team 
will be led into at time of personal devotion and reflection amidst the beautiful 
scenery the Dominican Republic has to offer.  It will be a time to listen and be 
still.  A highlight for many past team members, He may use a trip like this to not 
only give you a chance to serve but to give you direction for your future. 

what are we doing? 
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1. Passport (Get application online or at the downtown county offices), fill it out
and turn it in to the post office or the county court house).  Make sure you get
the ball rolling on this as it may take some time to process.

2. A notarized letter from your parents giving us permission to take you out of the
country.  If one of your parents is coming along we will need a letter from the
other parent giving permission.  This is not a requirement for travel but I have
found it to be wise to over-prepare rather than under-prepare.

3. You will need to check to be sure your vaccinations are
current:

Hepatitis A    Hepatitis B 
Typhoid     MMR  (Measles, Rubela) 
Tetanus Booster (up to date within the last 5 years) 
For more suggestions see the CDC website 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/dominican-republic.aspx 

4. Fill out the application from this packet and turn it in with a  $200 deposit.
Total cost for trip (before fundraising and support letters) will be about $2,000.
We will do fund raising and send out support raising letters to soften the
impact of this amount for each person.  Each person applying for the trip will
need to send out at least 15 support letters.  Any money raised by an individual
that is above and beyond their individual cost will be applied to other team
members, not turned into spending money.

5. During our training sessions we will provide a packing list

what am I bringing? 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/dominican-republic.aspx
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What about training? 
Our training sessions before the trip play a critical role in building team rapport 
and go a long ways towards equipping ourselves physically, mentally and  
spiritually.  Each team member contributes to the overall health and success of 
our team in partnering with and blessing the Dominican Church.  It is important 
that we have enough adequate time beforehand to grow as a team and prepare for 
the ministry we will partake in together.  The following are mandatory dates 
for all team members.  These training dates are very important and should not 
be considered optional.  If for any reason you need to miss a training date please 
let me know via email. 

Mandatory Training Dates:  All trainings (except debrief) will be held at Calvary 
after the second service.  Lunch is included. 

Feb. 12 
March 12 
April 16 
May 21 
July 2 (Debrief in counrty) 

All training will be held at church after second service at noon, lunch provided. 

Questions? 

Should you have any questions at all please do not hesitate to call (507-282-4612) 
or email me (jchaco@calvaryefree.church)  

Even if you are on the fence about coming to the Dominican Republic this  
summer, contact me and I would love to chat with you about the possibility of 
you joining us and to answer any questions you may have.  Commit to prayerfully 
consider how God may lead you. 




